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INTRODUCTION. . 


NASMUCH as there appears to us a all! 
need of ſuch an appeal, we would previ-.. 
ouſly offer a few thoughts concerning the; 

general nature of Jiberty and government, - 

J and then ſhew wherein it appears to us, that our - 

religious rights are encroached upon in this land. 


It is ſuppoſed by multitudes, that in fabmit-y 
ting to. government we give -up ſome part of'*. 
our liberty, becauſe they imagine that there is 
ſomething in their nature incompatible with each - 
other. But the word of truth plainly ſhews, | - 
that man firſt loſt his freedom by breaking over * 


the rules of government ; and that thoſe who'+' 
now”: 


ECT; 
% . 


| 
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now ſpeak great "ſwelling words about Hhberty, 
while they deſpiſe government, are themſe les ſer- 
vants of - corruption. What a dangerous error, 
yea, what a root of all evil then muſt it be, for 
men to imagine that there is any thing in the 
nature of true government that interferes with 
true and full liberty !-, A grand cauſe of this e- 
vil is, ignorance of what we are, and where we 
are ; for did we view things in th&r true light, 
it would appear to be as abſurd and dangerous, 
for us to aſpire after any thing beyond our ca- 
pacity, or outof the rule of our duty, as it would 
tor the frog to ſwell till he burſts himſelf in try- 
ing to get as big as the ox, or for a beaſt or 
fowl to dive into the fiſhes element rill they 
crown themſelves. Godlineſs with contentment ts 
great gain : But they that wwil/ rake "a contrary 
courſe fall into temptation, and a ſnare, and into 
many fooliſh and: hut itful Taſts, which nROwN men 
#14 deſtruftion and perdition. 1 Tim. 6.:6, 9g. 


The true liberty of man is, to know, obey and 
er1oy his Creator, and todo all the good- unto, 
aad enjoy all the happineſs with and in his fel- 
!ow-creatures that he is capable of; in order to 
which the law- of love was written in © his heart, 
which carries in it's nature union and benevyo- 
i:nce to Being in general, and to each being in 
particular, according to it's nature and excellen- 
iy, and: to it's. relation and connexion to! and 
ith the ſupreme Being, - and ourſelves. Each 
:1tional ſoul, as he is a'part' of the whole ſyſtem 
ot rational beings, fo it was and is, both his. du- 
iy,and his- hb-rty to regard the good ' of. the 
«ole in all his ations, To love ourſelves, and 

truly 
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truly to ſeek our own welfare, is both our liber- © - 
ty and our indiſpenſible duty ;_ but the conceit- + 
that man could adyance either his honor or hap-:. 
pineſs, by-difobedience inſtead of obedience, was. \. 
firſt injefted by -the father of lies, and all ſuch, + 
conceits ever ſince are as falſe as he 1s. _- 
Before man.imagined that ſubmiſſion _to . go-.-./ 
vernment, and acting ſtriftly by rule was con-, /\, 
finement, and that breaking over thoſe bounds, - 


4 

l would; enlarge his knowledge and happineſs, 

* how clear were his ideas! (even fo as to give -.- 
” proper names to every creature) and how great. +. . 
7 was his honor and pleaſure ! But no ſooner did, '* 
7 he tranſgreſs, than inſtead of enjoying the bold- 

4 neſs of innocency, and the liberties of paradiſe, 

! he ſneaks away to hide himſelf ; and inſtead of -_ 
Z clear andjult ideas, he adopted that maſter of all.» 

! abſurdities (which this children follow. to this - 

; day) of thinking to hide from Omnicizxcy, _ 

* andof trying to os HIM who knows every_ _ 

b thing ! Inſtead of good and, happinels, . he felt. 

> evil, guilt and miſery ; and in the room of con- - 
cord was wrangling, both againſt his Creator and 


his fellow-creature, even ſo that ſhe who was be-.. 
fore loved as his-9wn fleþ, he now accuſes to the... 
great Judge. By which it aPPEars, that the no- + 

tion of man's gaining any dignity or liberty by --- 

refuſing an intire ſubmiſſion to government, was ;.” 
ſo delulive, that inſtead of it's advancing him to .. 

be as Gods, it ſunk him down into a way, of a&t- -.. 
ing like the beaſts and like the devil !. the beaſts 
are aQtuared by their ſenſes and inclinations, and ** : 
the devil purſues. his deſigns by deceit and vio-. 


lence. With malicious refleftions upon God, 
and 
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and flatter 


and order of his family. was broken z he turns 


accuſer againſt the wife of his boſom, his firſt 


ſon murders the next, and then lies to his Maker 


to conceal it ; and that lying murderer's poſteri- 


ty were the firſt who broke over the 'order of 


ed from bad to worſe, rill all fleſh had 
corrupted his way, and the earth was filled with 
violence, ſo that they could no longer be borne 
with, but by.a juſt vengeance were all ſwept a- 
way, only one family. 


A—_— which God had inſtituted ; and things 
proc 


Yet all this did not remove the dreadful dif- 


temper from man's nature, for the great Ruler 
of the univerſe diretly after the flood, gave this 
as one reaſon why he would not bring ſuch ano- 
ther while the earth remains, namely, For be 
imagination of man's heart is evil from bis youth ; $ 
ſo that if he was to drown them as often as they 
deſerved it, one deluge muſt follow another con- 
tioually. Obſerve well where the diſtemper 
lies ; evil imaginations have uſurped the place 
of reaſon and 'a well informed judgment, and 
hold them in ſuch bondage, that inſtead of be- 
ing governed by thoſe noble faculties, they are 
put to the horrid drugery of ſeeking out inventions, 
tor the gratification of fleſhly Iuſts, which war a- 
goinſt the ſoul ; and to guard againſt having 
theſe worſt of all enemies dereted and ſubdued, 


Enemies which are fo far from being God's crea- 
rures, 


$ Gen, 4. 19. and 6, 13, 35. and 8. 23, 


pretences to man, he. drew him 
down to gratify his eyes and his taſte with for- 
bidden fruit : and he had no ſooner revolted 
from the authority of heaven, than the beauty! 
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tures, that (tritly ſpeaking,: they have no bei 
at all in ae te the privation of his 
creatures well-being ; therefore ſin with it's off- 
ſpring death, will, as to thoſe who are ſaved, be 
Tales 


and was conceived and brought forth by man ; for 


laſt when it is conceived bringeth forth ſin, and 


ſin when it is finiſhed bringeth forth death. | 


Now how often have we been told, that he is 
not a freeman but a flave, whoſe perſon and 


pence and in the fruit of our labours, has of- 
ten been repreſented to be worſe than death. 
And ſhould the lygher powers appear to deal 


ed up in viflory. Sin 1s an-enemy both | 
to God and man, which was begotten by ſatan,” 


oods are not at his own but anothers diſpoſal ? -. 
nd to have foreigners come and riot at our ex-_ - 


with temporal opprefors according to their de- ; 


ſerrs, it would ſeem ſtrange indeed, if thoſe who 
have ſuffered intolerably by them, ſhould emplo 
all ;their art and power to conceal them, and fo 


to prevent their being brought to juſtice } Bug 
how is our world filled with fuch madneſs con- : : 


cerning ſpiritual tyrants | How far have pride 
and infidelity, covetouſneſs and luxury, yea de- 


ceit and cruelty; thoſe foriegners which came © 
from hell, carried their influence, and ſpread their -, 
baneful miſchiefs in our world ! Yet whois will 


ing to own that he has been deceived and en- 


llaved by them ? Who is willing honeſtly to- 
bring them forth to juſtice ! All acknowledge © ©.” 


that theſe enemies are among us, and many com» 
plain aloud of the miſchiefs that they do ; yet 
even thoſe-who lift their heads ſo high as to laugh 

at 


| Eccl.-7. 29. - 1 Pet. 2. 11. Jam. 1. 14; 15, 
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ar the atonement of Jeſus, and the powerful influ. | 
ences of theSpirit, and flight public private de- * 
votion, are at the ſame time'very unwilling to own 
that ny harbour pride,infidelity, or any other of 
thoſe dreadful dlr4— And nothing but the 
divine law refered to above, brought home with 
convincing light and power, can make them tru- | 
ly ſenſible of the ſoul-lavery that they are in: | 
and *tis only the power of the goſpel that can 
ſet them free from fin, io as to become the ſer- ' 
vants of righteouſneſs : can deliver them from | 
theſe enemies, ſo as to ſerve God in holineſs all. 
their days. And thoſe who do not thus know 
the truth, and have not been made free thereby, 
C yet have never been able in any councry to 
ſubſiſt long without ſome ſort «eb pod ; 
neither could any of them ever make out to ef- 
tabliſh any proper government without calling 
in the help of the Deity. However abſurd their 
notions * have been, yet they have found human 
ſight and power to be ſo ſhort and weak, and a- 
ble to do fo little toward watching over the con- 
du@, and guarding the rights of individuals,that 
they have been forced to appeal to heaven by 
oaths, and to invoke aſſiſtance from thence to 
avenge the cauſe of the injured upon the guil- 
ty. Hence it is fo far from being neceſſary for 
any man to Jo up any part of his real liberty 
in arder to ſubmit to government, that all nati- 
ons have found it neceflary to ſubmit to ſome 
government in order to enjoy any liberty and 
{ſecurity at all, 


We 


q Rom. 6. 18, Luke 1, 74; 75+ John 8. 32. 


3 | Be 
We ate not inſenfible thikt the generil notion © + 
of liberty,is for each one to at or condutt as he}. 
pleaſes ; but that government obliges us to-act 
toward others by law and rule, which in the ima- 
gination of many, interferes with ſuch liberty z _ 
though when we come to the light of cruth,? -. 
what can poſſibly prevent it's being the higheſt” 
pleaſure, fof every rational perfon, to love God -. 
with all his heart; and his neighbour as himſelf, *. + 
but corruption and deluſion ? which, as was b-- - 
fore mo are foreigners and not originally be- 4 
longing to men. Therefore the divine argu- 
ment- to prove, that thoſe who promiſe liberty . 
while they defpiſe government are ſervants of 
corruption is this'; For of whom a MAN 1s 0=. 


vercome, of the ſame is be brought in 6 jt] 
2 Pet. 2. 18, 19. . He is fo far trom bing for > 
to \'a&t the man, that he is a bond-flave tothe < 
worſt of tyrants. And not a little of this tyran- _ 

ny is carried on” by ſuch an abuſe of Jet! 
as to call it Hh , for men to yield themſelves + 
up, to: be fo fooliſh, diſobedient and, deceived, as - 
to /erve divers lnfts and pleaſures. Tit. 3. 3- L 


Having offered theſe few thonghts upon the - 
general nature of - government and liberty, it is - © 
needful to obſerve, that God has appointed two '-. 
kinds of government in the world, which are dif- ; 
tin in their nature, and ought never to be con- > 
founded together z one of which is called civil, ,, =, 


the other eccleſiaſtical government. - And tho? ©. 


we ſhall nor attempt a full explanation of them,.  * 
yet ſome eſſential points of difference between. + | 
them are neceſlary -to be mentioned, ins order- © 
truly'to open. our grievances. | $5 
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Some eſſential points of difference between Ci- 
vil and-ecclefiaftical government. 


1- The forming of the conſtitution, and ap- 
pointment of- the particular orders and offices of 
civil government 1s left to human diſcretion, and 
our ſubmiſſion thereto is required under the name 
of their being, the ordinances of men for the 
ROY Lord's ſake. 1 Pet. 2. 13, 14+ Whereas in 
ALE (|  __ eccleſiaſtical affairs we are moſt ſolemnly warned 
—\ not to be fubjef to ordinances, after the doc- 
Sn | trines and commandments of men. Col. 2. 20, 22. 
= | And it is evident that He who is the only worthy 
d obje& of worſhip, - has always claimed it as his 
'S} fole prerogative, to determine by expreſs laws, 
'F: whar- his worſhip ſhall be, who ſhall miniſter in 
it, and how they ſhall be ſupported. How ex- 
8; preſs were-his appointments concerning theſe 
ih things by Moſes ? And fo wiſe and good a ruler 
bt as Solomon, was not intruſted with any legiſla- 
tive power upon cither of theſe articles, but had 
the exat&t dimenſions of the temple, the pattern 
and weight of every veſſel, with the ireaſuries of 
the dedicate things, and the cour/es of the Priefts 
and Levites, all given - to him in writing by the 
Spirit, through the hand of his father David. 
1'Chron. 28. 11—19. And fo ſt were God's 
faithful ſervants about theſe matters, that Da- 
nicl who-in a high office in the Perſian court, be- 
haved fo well that his moſt envious and crafty 
, foes, 'could find no occaſion againſt him, nor * 

_ fault in him- concerning the a_p= one, till they fell 
upon the device of moving the king to make * 
SY 
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a decree about "OY that ſhould interfere.” Y 
with Daniel's obedience to his God z yet” when 
that was done, he would not pay fo much re« = ' 
rd to it as to ſhut his windows. Dan. 6. 4—{ 24 

it: And when the Son of God, who is the 
| t Law-giver and King of his church, came 
and blotted out the hand-writing of the typical 
ordinances, and eſtabliſhed a better covenant, or 
conſtitution of his church, upon betcer promiſes, 
we are aſſured that he was os ton in all bis. 
bouſe, and counted worthy of more glory than 
Moſes, What vacancy has he then let for fali-:*.. 
able men to ſupply, by making new laws to re- * 
gulate and ſupport = Dos, ? eſpecially if we. 
conſider, 
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. 2. That as the putting any men into civil of. 
fice i is of njen,of iv" pes ple of the world ; ſo of- 
ficers haye truly no larx > arhaekty than = 
ple give them : And how came the _ e 0 
world by any eccleſiaſtical power * They [ 
the magiſtrate- with the ved, that ders may » be 2 6 
a miniſter of God to them for good, and might :' 
execute wrath upon evil doers 5 and for: this >: 
cauſe chey pay them 7ribute :- upon which the : , 
apoſtle proceeds ro name thoſe divine command- :. 
ments which are comprehended'in love to-our ©. 
neighbour, and which work no 4/] to him.  Sure- 4 J 
ly the inſpired writer had not forgotten the firſt - 
and great command of love to God; but as this. 
chapter treats the moſt fully of the narure-and | 
end of civil government of any one in the naw- _ 
teſtament, does it not clearly ſhew that the _ q 
crimes which fall within-the magiſtrates juriſ- -. 
diction to puniſh, are only ſuch as work ill. to +. 
our ' 
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ours neighbour ? Rom, 13.” 1-10. | While 


church government reſpe&ts our behaviour to- 


ward God as well as man. 


3» All ats of executive-power in the civil 
ſtate, are to be performed in the” name of -the 
king or ſtate they belong to ; while all our re- 
ligious afts are ro be done in the” name of 1he 
Lord Jeſus ; and ſo are to be performed beartily. 
as to the Lord, and not unto men, And it 1s buc 
lip ſervice, and vain worſhip, if our fear toward 
him is taught by the precepts of men. Col. 3. 17, 
23. Ia. 29. 13. Mat. 15. 9. It is often plead- 
, that magiſtrates ought to do their dury 1n re- 
Irgious as well as civil affairs. That 1s readily 
granted ; but what is cheir dury therein ? Surely 
It 1s to bow to the name of Feſus, and to ſerve 
him with holy reverence ; and if they do the 
contrary they may expect to perith from the way. 
Phil. 2. x0, Pla, 2. 10-12, But” where-is 
the officer that will dare ro come in the name 
of the Lord to demand, and forcibly to rake, a 
tax which was impoſed' by the civil tate! And 
can any man in the light of truth, maintain his 
character as a miniſter of Chriſt, if he is not con- 
rented with all thatChriſt's name andinfivence will 
procure for him, but will have recourſe - ro 'the 
kings of the earth, to force money from the peo- 
le ro ſupport them under the name of -an em- 
baſRdor of the God of heaven! Does not fuch 
condutt lnok more hke the way of thole who 
made merchandize of flaves and ſouls of men, than 
it does like the ſervants who were content to be 
gs their Maſter, who ſaid, He' that heareth you 
"4 | beareth 
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Y beareth "mt 3 and be that - deſpiſeth you!  deſpiſeth 
7 me? Rev. 18. 9, 13. Luke 10. 3—16. 


4+ In all civil -governments ſome are ap- 


7 pointed to judge for-others, and have power to 
> compel others to. ſubmit ro their judgment : 
* but our Lord has molt plainly forbidden us, ei- 
* ther to aſſume or ſubmic. to any ſuch thing in 


religion. Mat. 23. 1—9. Luke 22. 25-27. 


| He declares, that the cauſe of his coming in- 


to the world, wasto bear witne/s unto the truth ; 


and ſays he, Every one that is of the truth heareth ': 
my voice.. This is the nature of his Kingdom, 


which he ſays,[s not of this world : and gives that 
as-the reaſon why his ſervants ſhould not fight, 
or defend him with the ſword. John. 18. 36, 37. 
And it appears to us that the true difference and 


exat limits berween eQeclhaſtical and civil- 


government is this, That the church is armed 
with light and truth, to pull down the iro 

holds of iniquiry, and to gain fouls to Chriſt, "I 
into. his church, to. be governed by his rules 
therein ; and again to exclude ſuch from their 
communion, who will not be ſo governed ; while 
the ſtate is armed with the frwsord to guard the 
peace, and the civil rights of all perſons ,and ſo- 
cieties, and to puniſh thoſe who. violate the 
ſame. And where thele two kinds of go- 
vernment, and the weapons which. belong 'to 
them, are well diſtinguiſhed, and improved ac- 
cording to the true nature and end of their in- 


ſticution,the effeRts are happy,and they do nor at 
all ſoteriere with each other : but where they have 
been. confounded together, no tongue.nor pen 
can fully deſcribe the miſchicts that haye enſued, -. 
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of which the Holy Ghoſt gave early 
warnings. He gave notice to the church, thar 
the'main of thole antichriſtian confuſions and 


abominations, would be drawn by philoſophy | 
of ordinances 
that Chriſt has blotted out. And® to avoid the 


and deceit, trom the hand-writing 


ſame, dire&ts rhe ſaints to walk in Chriſt Jeſus 
as they received bin, rooted and built "up 
and ftabliſhed in the faith'4s they have 
taught ; viewing that they are complete in him, 
which is the ataD over ALL PRINCIPALITY and 
Power. Therefore he charges them'not ro be 
beguiled into a Volantary humility, by ſuch fleſb- 
minds as do not held this Head, but” would 
bje& them to ordinances after the doQtrines 
and commandments of men. Col. 2. 


Now *tis well known that this glorious Head 
made no uſe of ſecular force-in the firſt ſitting 
up of the goſpel church; when-it might ſeem to be 
pecularly needtul if ever ; and it is alſo very evi 
dent, that ever ſince men catne into the way of 
uſing force in fuch affairs, their main argyments 
fo ſupport it have been drawn fron the old Jew- 
ifh conſtitution and ordinances.” And what 
work has it made about'the head as wellas1 mem- 
hers of the church ? 


Firſt they - moved” Conſtantine, a forolar 
prince, to draw his ſword againſt heretics ; but 
as all earthly ſtates are changeable,the ſame ſword 
that Conſtantine drew againſt heretics, ſulion 
turned againſt the orthodox. However, as the 
high prieſts ſentence in the Jewiſh ſtate, divided 
matters bach for prince and people, the ſame = 
ceittul 


and plain' * 
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ceirful. piloſophy that had gone fo far, never. left 
plotting till they, had ſet, up an eccleſiaſtical head 


z over .kingdoms.as well. as. churches, who with 


Peter's keys was to 0pen and ſhut,bind and looſe, 
both in ſpiritual and temporal affairs. Bur after 
many generations. had groaned under this hell- 
iſh tyranny, a time came when England renevincs 


; ed that head, and ſet up the king as their head 


in eccleſiaſtical as well as civil concernaments z 
and though the free uſe of the ſcriptures which 
was then introduced, by a divine bleſſing, pro- 
duced a great reformation, yet ſtill the bizh places 
were not taken away; & the lord biſkaps made ſuch 


work in them, as drove our fathers from thence 


into America. The firſt. colony that came to 
this part of it carried the reformation. ſo far, as 
not to make uſe of -the civil power to ſave the 
people to ſupport religious miniſters (for. which 
they have bad many a laſh trom the tongues 


4 &.pens of thoſe: who were fond of that way) bur 


the. ſecond. colony, who. had not taken up the 
croſs ſo as to ſeparate from the national church 
before they came away, now determined to pick 
out .Aall that they thought was of univerſal and 


moral equity in Moſes's laws, and ſq ro frame a 


chriſtian common, wealth. here. +. And. as the 


Jews were ordered-not; to ſet up any. rulers over 


them who were not cheir brethren ; lo this, colony 
reſolved. to have no rulers nor voters for rulers, 
but brethren- in their churches. - And as the 
Jews were required to inflict corporal puniſh» 
ments, even unto death, upon non-conformers to 
their worſhip, thiscommon-wealth did the. like to 
ſuch as refuſed to conform to their. way z and. they 

ſtrave 

+ Maſſachuſetts hiſtory, vol.” 3. p. 161. 
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(16. ) 
ftrove very hard to have the church govern the © 
eany © Breyer rap ; ſince which 3 
they have yielded to the world gc the 
church, as we ſhall proceed ro ſhew. Wn 


g7E"0- 741440: x: 


A brief view of how civil and eccleſiaſtical af. 
fairs are blended together among-vs, to the de- 
priving of many of God's people of that liberty 
of conſcience which he has given them.” © 


We are not inſenfible than an open appear- *' 
ance againſt any part of the wer ft in 3 
power, 1s commonly attended with-difficulty and *' 
danger ; and could we have found any way 
wherein with clearneſs we could have avoided the 
my + atrempt, we would gladly have taken it. | 
ut our bleſſed Lord & only Redeemer, has com- X_ 
manded us, to ftland faſt in the liberty where- © 

with be has made us free, and things appear | 
fo to us at preſent that we cannot ſee how we 
can fully obey this command, without refuſing 
any aftive compliance with ſome laws about re- * 
ligious affairs that are laid upon us. And as &% 
thoſe who are intereſted"again{t us, often"accuſe * 
us of complaining unreaſonably, we are brought 
under a neceſſity of laying open particular facts 
which otherwiſe we would gladly have conceal- 
ed : and all muſt be ſenſible that there 'is a vaſt 
difference berween expoſing rhe faults, either of 
individuals or communities, when the cauſe of 
truth and equity would ſuffer without it, and the 
doing of 'it without any ſuch "occaſion. * We 
view it to be our incumtent duty, to rendec un- 
' A [ @ 
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to. Ceſar the things that are his, but. that it is of 
as, much 4m e-not to-render unto. him any 
thing that belongs only to God, who is to be 0- 
beyed. rather than man. And as it is evident to 
us,that, God. always claimed it as his ſole prero- 
we 0; determine, by his own laws, what his 
worſhip -ſhall - be, ,who ſhall miniſter in ir, and 
how'they. ſhall be ſupparted ; ſo. it is evident 
that» their prerogative: has been, and till is, ea- 
croached.upon in-our.,land. For, 


[2-. Our legiſlature claim a power to compel 
every town and pariſh within their juriſdiction, ro 
ſer up. and maintain -a pedobapriſt worſhip a- 
mong.them-,; although it is well known, that in- 
fantbaptiſm is never expreſs'd in the Bible, only 


7 is upheld by men's reaſonings, that are chiefly 


drawn.from Abraham's covenant which the Holy 


2 - Ghoſtcalls, The covenant. of circumcfion,. Atty 


5: 8.:And.as circumciſion was one of the hand- 
writing of + ordinances. which Chriſt has blotted 


by out,/1 where. did. any. ſtate ever get any right to 
® compel their ſubjefts to ſet. up a wortthip upon 


that covenant ?/ 


W2557e1 11 | * | 
112. »:/Our aſcended Lerd, gives gifts unto men © 


ina-ſovercign way: as ſeems good unto him, and 
he requires Every man,. as. be bas received the 
gift, exon ſo to miniſter . the ſame ; and he re- 
proyed+ his *apoſtles'-when they forbid one -who 
was improving his gift, becauſe he followed not 
theme. 1, Per. 4 10, 44. . Luk. 9.49. But 
the Maſſachuſetts -legiflature, while they. claim a 
pawer to cornpel-each. pariſh to ſertle a-miniſter, 
kave alſo. derermcned that he mult be one, who 
YETI LE 8-44f kf © | | bh as. 
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nial in his 


ſters in 3m nary where the pariſh Flew 
that ler Chniſt give a man ev —_ 
hereby theſe miniſters derive a rt 4 from 
the ſtare,to forbid the improvement” {ogra fame, 
if he follows not their ſchemes. 'E {And whey | 
apoſtles aſſumed roo much in this 
themſelves, even when their' Lord! was wr 
them,can it ts any breach of charity to conclude. © 
thac miniſters are not out of danger of doing the 2 
like now? eſpecially'if we con Savnccorit 
operates im the ale: PAR TURAL mv; 
3. Thovgh the Lord hath ye they 
wbich preach hs goſpel thall live of rhe 
or by the free communications to Them, ry 4 
goſpel will produce. 1 Cor. 9. 13, 14-Gal: 6:-6; * 
7. Yet the miniſters” of our land have'choſen *' 
to live by the law ;, and as a reaſon therefor, one ©? 
of their moſt noted writers, inſtead of producing *. 
any truth of God, reciges the tradition of 'arman, =” 
who ſaid, « Miniſters of the goſpel would have © 
© 2 poor time of it, if they muſt* rely"on a free ! 
* contribution of the meth for their mainten- Þ 
* ance.” And he ſays,'* The laws ofthe pro- | 
kak {! £23598 - $6 vince ; 
- 2 EPOBS B43 þ 
ir hevbien the cſtom of miniſter's t oY; 
ghar for theſe thirty years Sr gu lt 'S | 
of Cere to thoſe who have. dit 
were as certainly in. the right way, a5 
"a> 16 — nn W the coun 
etter tot in 
** churches 3 2 and us S 
«« uninflituted worſhip ;"* and 


that Dent. 13, prove that the | 
© ter it, any more than—after a 


{. 19. ) 


« -yince having had the royal apprebation to ra- 
« tify them, they are the king's laws. By theſe 
&« laws it. is enacted, that there ſhall be a public 
« worſhip. of God in every plantation ; that the 
<« perſon cleed by.the majority of the. inhabi- 
«"*rants.to be ſo, ſhall be looked upon as the mi- 
* niſter of the place ;. that the ſalary for him, 
* which they . agree upon, ſhall be levied 
« by. a rate upon all the inhabitants. In conſe- 
« quence. of this, the miniſter 7bus choſen by 
& the people, is (not only Chriſt's but alſo) in 
« reality, the king's miniſter ; and the ſalary rail- 
ed for him, is raiſed in the king's name, and is 
«- the king's allowance unto him.” + 


_ Now whe can hear Chrift declare, that his 
kingdom is, noT. OF THIS WORLD, and yet be- 
lieve that this blending of church and ſtate toge- 


ther can be pleaſing to him ? For though their 


laws call them * orthodox miniſters,” yet the 
grand teſt of their orthodoxy, is the major vote 
of the people, be they faints or ſinners, believ- 
ers or unbelievers. This 1.4 gh plain in the 
foregoing quotation and another of their learned 
writers lately ſays, «It is the” congregation in 


« it's parocal congregational capacity, that the 


&* {aw conſiders; and this as ſuch does not enough 
« partake of an eccleſiaſtical nature to be ſub- 
«« je& to eccleſiaſtical juriſdiftion, } 


Hence their miniſters and churches mult be- 
come ſubze& to the court, and to the majority 


”-+-Dr. 'Co!ton Mather's Ratio Diſcipline ; or faithful 


account of the diſcipline profeſſed and praftiſed in the char 
ches of New-Enpland, 1726. p. 20. 


t Dr. Stiles on the chriſtian union. p. $5. 
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(20) 


of the pariſh in order to have their ſalary "raiſed 

in the Ling's name : Bur how are either of them 
' in the mean time ſubje& ro the authority of 
Chriſt in his church ? How can any man recon- 
cile ſuch proceedings to the following commands 
of our Maſter which is in heaven ? Mart. 23. 9, 
10. What matter of grief and lamentatjon 1s it, 
that men otherwiſe ſo knowing and * juſtly' eſ- 
reemed, ſhould by the traditions 6f men be carri- 


ed into ſuch a crooked way as this is! for though 
there is a ſhew of equity in allowing every 10- 
clety to chooſe it's own miniſter ; 'yer'Tet them 


be ever ſo unanimous for one who 1s of a diffe- 
rent mode from the court, their choice is nor al- 
lowed. Indeed as. to doArine miniſters; who 
preach differently, yea dire&tly contrary. to each 
other, - about” Chriſt . and his falvation, yet are 
ſupported by.theſe Jaws which. at the Jame time 
limit the people to one circumſtantial mode, 


| | 4 bro an He 
It is true the learned author juſt now quoted 
days, If the moſt of the inhabitants in a planta- 
*« tion are epilcopalians,they will have a miniſter 
« of their own perſuaſien ; and the diſſenters, in 
<< the place, if there be any, mult pay cheir _ 
,* portion of the tax for the ſupport of this legal 
« miniſter.” $ But then his nexc words ſhew that 
#754 ..-. they 
+ According to this rule, whoever gets the vn hand 
may tax be'rett bs het wortkipy hariobes will ed learn 
the madneſs of ſuch condut ! ”- Kb1c 
' Sir Henry Vane, who was governor of the Maſſachuſetts 
in 1636, but whom governor Winthrop obliged the next 
ear t0 leave the colony, he at a time when he had t 
influence in the Bratiſh parliament wrote to governor Win- 
throp thus : # The exerciſe and troubles which God is 
| ys pleaſed 
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0 not intend ever to-have fuck a caſe here ; 
y he ſays, ** Ina few of the towns, a few- of 
*+\rhe people,i in- -6f- being. releaſed from 
* the rax for the 
<« feſs themſelves: Bur: when 
© they-plead this Ea a: 4ncroption, their 
6 neighbours tell them, T 
<<, ſcience they do not as they would -be 'done unte. 
* And if a governor: ga-by his. arbitrary, power, 
64 +40 ſuperſede the execution of the law, and re- 
* quire the juſtices. and: conſtables toc leave the 
* epiſcopalians- out of "the tax, they wonder 
+, he is not-aware, that he is all this while, for- 
es, that the kipg ſhould have his- dues 
** paid' unto him 2 forbidding the king's 
.** miniſtecs-to receive" "what the Ling has given 
"Ow 


, 


How ecocially and how greatly does ahivec con- 
ſtitution differ, and from the inſtitutions eſtabliſh- 
ed in God's word, both in Mow nature .and/ 'ef- 
ew e Fen) | & 3 VEE 4 it 
[$401 1 432 -4.-:n 


- pleaſed to-lay upon theſe coir _ the inkbjcgnts 
«« 1n them, teaches \us patience and forbearance one with-a- 
«© other in ſome meaſure, though there be difference in our 
«< opinions, which makes” me that, from the experi- 
«© ence here, it mayalſo-be- derived to yourſelves, leaſh while 
*« the congregational way amongſt you 15.in. freedom, and. is 
*« Packed with power, it teaches 1t's oppugners here to extir- 
«« pate it and'root ir out, from its own” PRINCIPLES” "and 
© PRACTICE. 

« Sir, I am your affeQtionate Giokd, = ſervant in 


« Chrift, 
« June 10. 1645+ H. . Vane;” 


Maſſachuſets biſtroy, vol. 3. p. 137. 
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t Ratio Diſcipline, p." 20, -21. 


ror ſometimes pro- | 


bey know in their 1con- 
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(4.83) 
"In -their nature. Here 


that F 
miniſteo in that conſtitution, is | 
miniſter, becauſe he is ſettled Þ. 


CY 
F'V Z > 
you : 


Lo 
called the kin 
by direftion- 
ſuch a-miniſter's. 
'narme, and 1s-called. che king” Eta aps whereas = 

- man in mat arr cradrngy 2499 <a 
miniſter at the holy altar, as were called 
of God, Ged, as was Aaron : nc; nar amine of their ſup- 
Port; at = cu ep things as God required his peo- 
ths withheld rhe ſame, he ſays, ye have robbed 
ME, even this whole nation ; and it is" repreſent- 
ed aghis peculiar work to.reward: and 
to puniſh diſobedience-in' ſuch affairs; * It is 
evident from ſacred record, 'that '- men in 
every ſtation, uſed their influence by 'word and 
example to ſtir up their fellow ſervants to do 
their duty toward God in 'theſe 
good rulers, in conjunCtion with church-officers, 


the king's laws, and the tax for 
is raiſed 1n the king's 


touk' care to have what was offered/to him ſecu- 


red and diſtributed according to God's \com- 
-mandments. C But what is chere in all this that 
can pive the leaſt countenance to the late me- 


, of mens oem ym Bb ro _ who 
ſhall be Chiift's' mi ey for 
them in their « fear L Cit ld oaks Jing 


T am come in my 
not's if another ſhall come'in his own name, bim ye 


will; receive... can ye believe, which receive 
| : honor 

Y Exod, 23, 25, 16, Ss 16, 16, 17. and chap: 26. 
Mal. 4. 512. 55g - 6—11. and 2, 17—190  "1oke 
12. 2T. 


q 1 Chron, 29. 2 i 31. Nehem. 13. 1013. 


—- 


ate to Him;"\and when 


$3 and |} 


Father's name, and ye receive me | 
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* honor. exe of "atether, ajd ſeek not the Tur het. 
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| ig! 

| Even a Mos "-monaceb, . when. he. 2 ag 

moved to make a decree-in favour of God's mi-. 

| niſter's and-worſhj Way to.reftrain, 

their,*enemies| from it or interrupting, of, 

then, and'to' orderithat a1 portion of the king's 

ſhould be: given wito the: elders of, the, Jews, 

or the building of 4be houſe of -God, and for R's 
buyht-offerings; of pr _ W .beavens. . 

Nothin of ./ his. levyin 

new tak for wor 
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| laws to > ur the conſciences: of any 
in this affair of taxes, but their. own 
it is here called Arbitrary. power, ane £6: 
tadivg that the king ſhould have his/-dues,. if 
a governor ſhewed ſo much 
ter, as to pppoſe- their +1 
—_ of 'the "king's 


anode miniſters. por. 
author row referred, $0, 
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+ Maſiachyſetts hiftory, vol. 3; P. 404, - 406, 


(25) 


feſſed at the ſame 'time that, © It is not lawful 
«to cenſure any, no not for error in fundemen- 
«tat points of do&rine or worſhip, till the con- 
«ſcience ot the offender, be firft convinced (out 
« of 'the word of God) of the dangerous” error 
«* of his way, and then if he till perſiſt, ir is 
« not out of conſcience, bur againſt bis conſci- 
« ' ence (as the apoſtle faith, Tir.3. 11.) and fohe 
* is not perſecuted for cauſe of cenſcience, b = 
« puniſhed for ſinning againſt bis conſcience.” * 
In reply 'to' which Mr. Williams fays, «© The 
« rrurh' is, the carnal ſword is commonly the 
«judge of the” conviftion or obſtinacy of all 
« {uppoſed hereticks. Hence the faithful wic- 
<« nefles of Chrift, Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, 
© had not a word to ſay it the diſputations atOx- 
« ford : Hence the non-conformiſts were cried 
* out as -obſtinate men, abundantly convinced 
« by the writings of Whitgift and others; and 
« ſo in the conference before king James at 


« Hampton court, &c.” + 


But fays he, * Every lawful mgaiſtrate, whe- 
< ther ſucceeding or eleQed,is not only the mi- 
<«''niſter of 'God, bur the miniſter or ſervant of 
« the” people alſo (What people or nation ſocver 
<« they. be all the world over) and that miniſter 
« or magiſtrate | beyond his commilſian, 
©. who interriiedd ww with that which cannot be 


Bet . i 
ATI) 


- 46 given 


* Mr. John Cotton's| piece which he called, The bloody 
tenet waſhed. Printed 1047, Pp. 126. Mr. "Roger Wil- 
liams in his r-p14; obſerves that Tit. 14. 11, and other texts 
which ſpeak of church diſcipline, are perverted ty ſupport 


h _ ſtate-oppreſſion and vivlence.” p. 13:1. 


+ Williams's reply to Cotton, «1652. p." 192. 


ven him in the 
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6 men, is 
cc 


cc * gut all true MT: yea and all godly 
Eiltrates for ever comney into.the / 


01 +5 apt: 
How weighty are theſe arguments. 


confounding church and ſtate une ENS 


author's appearing againſt ſuc 
the chief Fe for hgh he was 
the Maſhchuſetts colony. Abd thoug 


any will now venture openly ” jr jubify 4 ro 

ceedings, ' and. many nn 

at, a bighratez yet a fair re ataly 
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ly on/ſuch as"theſe plancations were.” C" And how 


uſe'of force to' make men conform to what they 
believed to be the right-way, than men can now 
have for compelling any to ſupport a way which 
at the* ſame "time" they/ are allowed to diffent 
from'? "For the Jewsalfo were required to pull 
down houſes, and to! have perſons away our of 
regia 1 or cities, if 'the* prieſts-pronounced 
ys 


them-unclean ; and they were not permitted -to 
ſer up any king over them. who was not a-brs+ 
ther in their church. © Did not theſe things afford 
arguments mack ' more” plauſible, for their at- 
tempt” rg” compel the-world to ſubmit ro.the 
church chan'any cafi' have for the modern way, 
of trying 'ro (oubje& the church in her religious 
airs" to rulers, and the- major vote of inhabi- 


_ great part 'of whom are not brethren/in 
any church at all 1's Though the ftate of Iſrael 
was 


> <blige&chvs ro infli&t death or baniſhment 
upon'nonceonformers! to "their worſhip, ' yet we 


'$ have riot been able ro-find,” that they were ever 
> allowed to'uſe'any force to colleft the priefts or 


prophets mairitenance.” So far from it, thar thoſe 


-- who made aty ſuch attempes' were ſons of Belied, 
= and perfons'that"abbor#ed judgment, and pervert- 
> ce Att teviry.” Sam". 42—1 6. Mic. 3. 
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* Many try to vindicate their way" by that 'pro- 


= miſe/"that kings ſhall become nurſing fathers, 
and queens nurſing” mothers to' God's people: 
= But as the charaQter carries in it's very nature, 
; an" impariial care and tenderneſs for all their child- 


ren ; 
4 Maſſachuſetts tiſtory, vol._ 3. p. 16r. 


much more countenance did 'rhis give for” the 
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we a to conſciente,- whether ic 
mY (ndemn the wa rao gx hore 


injury of another. Our 
us HI. that few find the- narrow ways. while 


of, h 4 yer: | ſcheme we 
as given the many _ power: 0- 
_—_— few, that if the few are Fly convinced 
do the reacher ſer up by the many, is one that 
cauſeth people to err, and is fo far from bring 
ing the pure goſpel dotirine, 1 _ -they. ſhou 
break the. divine command, and become parta- 
tre bis | evil. deeds 1. if they did not ceaſe to 
hear bim, or to receive him into their houſes: as a 


miniſter ' for refuling/to 
ay FrapginteF aeoow.! ce - them od } -y 


pared with ſuch inſtruments of ar 
as to ſize their goods,” or caſt their 
priſon, where they may. ſtarve-and d 
whar that conſtirution, has” p 
In caſes of common. debts I; law has- de 

ſeveral ways of relicf, as it has not-in the caſe be- 
__ us 3 for here the Ne that they 
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Jeale any. 
rjous Cc ans who muſt have pH in priſon 
for miniſters rates, if chriſtianity and humanity 
had not '\moved pcople. to provide-them that re- 
licf, which neither thoſe miniſters nor the law 
that upholds them have done. 


Ek 


$ Prov. t9. 27. 2 Johu 19, 1s, 


-—— w_—_—y geo <—oSe Iv 


rs 


_ i 
ny; 


Loiba egwon anany..: 
— 2. B88; 
ithout (ic, we ITN 


have no reli Ring : but \now tis40 
maintain ci ity. Th the: way; __ |; 
well known, that no —_ in 1 land, have don 


more to promote uncivil treatment” of diffenters { | 


from themſelves, than ſome of oy pretended ; . 
miniſters of ,* wo: have done. * oat ; 
court at an oa 


_— bap-. : | 


tiſm, * departed from any 0 their 
ons when it was going any ot their comprar | 
after they dey; dep n_ this law, one. of their 
chief magiſtrates reds that ſuch methods- | 
tended, tg Mpc wa hypocrites. . To Which a noted:; 
miniſter replied, Thar if it did ſo, yet ſuch wor: : 
better, than profane perſons, beakofs ſaid he, 

#. Hypocrites give \50d part of his duc, the ours. : 


<« ward; 


* Mr. Clark's narrative, P,/ 35 
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Many 'tfe eidy' ts ſay;/ the bepnſ "ae /ov- 
Nh Ae miſteviah, faxes, therefore w th 
do''they complain ? Anſwer, We" would 'be 
far” From forgetting or  undervaluing 'of our 
privileges : but are willing thankfully ' to/ ac- 


knowledge, that our honored tulers''do prote& 
our 


t Madlachuſetts hildhn, vol. 4 p: 405. 
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Never been wit - Upoty 
; theig:;own people, they have often/ broken themg 
\ and-we have had+ bur little. chance: r0.get themy + 
puniſhed for ſo doing. For in all cheirra@to-eil -N. 
the laſt, they have impoſed a name vpon us; that + 
Wakes re-boghany which we - cannot undey- 
geo ſtandingly 
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on ;' and- both the 
turned the 


985cure) Ins to_4as. x8 to.uphold bet 

worſhip. This party influence ated 1n 
much . larger, aumber pre mer we. W 

willing; to the, public with.a this time!. * 


one. inſtance. more will ſet our cale/ in ſuch. 
aria rvy thai,we mult aſk for a/very.ſeriouss. 
atteption 79, it z.we, mean that of, Aſhheld,,.for-' 


merly. called Hunrs-town io the county 05 flaws: . 
ph One / of the conditions on. .w tact 
plantation was granted by our. legiſlature, was: | 
their ſecling a learned orthodox miniſter, ne! 
building,- a--mecting-bouſe.. _Now ig' the, year + 
1761,tullawo thirdsof the inhabicancs called and 
ſertled a,miniſter,, who they believed was-raugbe. - 
of 'God and. gruly.orchodox. - But not. bei por 
the ſame mode with, che court (forthey. were 
tiſts) other, were prompted op, before ”} 
ſociety could-get vp a mecting-houle, / to ſettle > 
another -miniſter, and to- tax the. firſt miniſter :: ; 
with, all :his-.people- to. ſupport their: way. 
This burden ;the./bapriſts bore for a number Ex 
_ till in 2768, me preſented a petition-td _ 
«4b en Ty eourt;for relief ; who ordered thar + 
they ſerve the; town and: ne” | & 
Aſtifield with a.copy of, the petition, thar-they | 
bit ſhew- cauſe; if any. they had, at the.nexc 1 
an:of the court-why it ſhould not be granted, 
abdrahac a further colle&ion of-taxes from the | 
petitioners ſhould be ſuſpended in the mean time. Mt 
Yet in the ſame ſeſſion of the Court, a law was of 
made -which-cut the b«prifts-in.chat place, off 
any exemption from miniſteria}-taxes ata}. | 
conſequence at - _— ſeveral hundrediacres .\ 
p et 
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of their lands were fold at public ail 
+ {mail' part of their-real \vatue/;,” | 
acres belonged to-the-ba ho mM _ et 
terfive or fx | Journ: $ © Ee 
cels, thely: meſſengers was ar 'P | 
by anumber of our repreſe 
a had a right to make car law; and 
* —_— under it. 
Hereupon notice was 

pers, of a deſign conch, eng our chuing of 3 Joop 
to ſeek 67 pt oo another \ eris-o2l ws 


Aceordingly at an aflociation FE CEC rol 
ing of our churches ar Bellingham, iq #10 
ber, 1770; theſe things were conſidered, and 
was unanimouſly agreed upon'to/ 
Jeſty for help;it'ir ook not ſpeedily 
here ; and -a | committee and agents/were choſen 
for that purpoſe. When _ hereof was ſpread, 
our" committee were- urged ES 
in church and ſtare, ps ,n'y, 


ral court ;z which therefore * 6 Srl 
following. In the mean time « 
Cambridge, where the tour! was gw Yong 
was : publiſhed in all the-Boſton' wet 
wherein” it was repreſented; that, «All p 

* care had . been taken ro 
'* .the leaſt diſadvantage 
* timents ? and we were © 
contrary/if we could.” | 


> kiaſies 
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Upon this the piots wild learned Mr.) John 


Davis, who From - Peng Ivana "had 
before been ordained paltr of the leon 
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wit-churchin Boſton, and who was clerk. tan d 
committee, called them togerher, to, canfider | 
this matter,» And thay e, far 
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being mobbed. But can it be in the ;; 
power of others to blacken any people fo much, H 
as by this creatment of a. worthy Carnes (now -:. 
at reſt) chey have blackened themſelves ! Inſtead 4, 
of honeſtly coming to the light (which our ; Lord D 
ives-as the criterion to know him that 141th trath, © 

ohn/ 3. 25;) how do'they hover in the works of 


darkneſs. 


The firſt article jn our committee's petition” to 
the legiflature, being for Aſhfield; they, were. or- 
gered ro notify the proprietors / thereof ©: »They 
did T9; and in tie ins ſeſſicn of the afembly, 
they-caine -with. a Jang addreſs | againſt us, in 
which'they begin; with ſaying more generally of 
the baptiſts"in that part pf the province, ** The 


« proprietors 
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lead them.” ©* Su \ ths. 4 ' iy " 

ak fram Tia 10; they rh warts get 
7 ni. an aciepe 0 a 

before our honore the "bapritts' cha- 
rafter, and' the /þ# lei the;t aQti6ns 72nd after 
a number of mean! fe&tions withour any. 
Ar al 
6 pity 20d onchIritatebe. OY 
ab and nc ri 4 
ful | PE it coulJ be prove © 1 bar hae re- 
ferred,to a hereifrer, and they ſay" © ent 


5 we ſhall content ourſelves with -Woring'gour 
« excellency and honors; that the forehong! ac 
* count is not exaggerated.” 1” ape 


are « Intitl=d to'2s m BEN 
we 


0 HO nt.—Some of the laws of this 
« think deprive us of -2 CHarTER ops 
what we 

n this. 
* of nature ;” 
ment at all. Notwi 
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privileges. | Remember what is ſaid of thoſe w 5.5 oy 
to their crooked aways / 


ol oor claims; upon ; Bt 
that Pau Cl ira. «« xeftore 
being ſubjetts Gr a' _ go 


+, regular - relig 
they -lay,'**: 
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«/ proper object,of 

* w>And.rhis inthe 202k" the 
te hare, 'beem-deſcribing.” — 
this ble rhe: language | eng nn rf 
jog or the king's profit ta fer them 1* on thee * 
SER - ome tarts thay art; 
nat Cer rh Up TY gn:b1o3.** v4 
Abcer thus ing that the religiovof the ; 

y, wears an ill aſper?-56 the” fate, |. 

of * the conditions: upon; 
which Aſhfield was granted ; and then «ry? 
to: ws that Mr, Ebenezer Smith, paltorl of 4 
ptiſt church there, **' is nota minifter” 1 ih: 
_ a. becauſe he has neither 6 #Jedeaibent* 
degree, nor & teſtimonial in his favor from whe: 
ority of the miniſters of chat ' county Addl + {& 
(Sire tn ides of the ſmallneſs of his *for .; % 
teaching, they ſay,” *« Taking -inoot * 710. 
* of his diſcourles upon that paſſage of ſcrip- | 
| - ture, in'whichimention. is made of -the thick © 

«. boſſes of God's'buckler ; inftead-of Lavre # 
* he gave his heaters the word butler. = ) 
*« rerrogated by one occaſion £4 
'« his ara nts oo Agee 
© ſhewed, he meant to connett the orher 
«© the ſentence with .the word FEotks, tv 1_the - | 
* commonly received ſenſe of the word.”...... i 
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rion(fform miniſterial taxes s.thepdap.) */There-ig: 
«« ah effential.difference | between: perſons g%:; 
. repreſented, there>. 3: 


ett and bej raxed when +, 
Meanbr or » Bo ahet advited-he court-40. © 
diſmits as unreaſonable ; and ” 
partment ke A —__ Fold 
ro e 5 
ficlkd Jaw yoothe-eaudeil ine to concur veils l 
chem-therein'y do. that if lis. i! 
council had; not» difannuled 
Dn —— obs br eng ate, ! 
tot e-CONtrary,, ave nN Ent Mo 
ped of- the: inhieritances, which they had purcha- ©. 
{-d, and Sebfung at-the; peril and lives, > 14 
cauſe of the-ſword'of the wilderneſs. [rh 
'f 11 191 
-It may be compundered that the pedobapr iſt j 
propriezors 'of Aſhfield,, repreſented that the bap-: - 
riſts-! chere - were -not- worthy of the proteZi- - 
on-of.-our legiſlature. The. following} narra- &. 
tive may: help to explain}, what: they meant 4 
by it. Phe:news. of «what our. :king; ':had:done ; 
for:them, arrived and; was- publiſhed - in Botton 
the latter end of QRtober, 1771,.at | which their . 
opprefſars diſcovered great -uncaſinels.; and-on 
the 8th-of- November-came two officers with, nus *_ 
merous/ attendanits, 40 the-houſe. of Mr. __ b 
father af ahe v5 ani; vi bt 
very much of ai father-40;thar-fociery} wi | 
warrant (from horn judge of that county, £0 
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ſeive his rn, and to ſearch bixhouſe and hop: 
for bad : and it h 

warrafit for the miniſter; | 
then ablention/ a j H 

x priſoner before h m_ L eur 
and Uefired thay no xck nr 


refed | ag Sakdotives a report, ww he 
had TG bt en xt pr whats newt) report 
was then ed to be a falſe one. Yet the old 
en run regs was kept a 

ama cold” in circumſtances 
1; and worenyn. ah bro't 
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* nor cannot underſtandingly atteſt to one tittle 
« of the indiament, nor & any . circumſtance 
* tending to prove the ſame. And we never 
* {aw nor heard any thing in him that gave the 
« leaſt ground to miſtruſt, that he kept a ſhop 
« of ſecrecy, or did any thing there that he was 
« afraid\ſhould be known ; and do believe the 
* reports to the contrary are entirely falſe, As 
* neither did we in our judgments - hear any 
of the ſaid inditment in any meaſure proved 
« by any of the reſt of the evidences ; as w:t- 
* neſs our hands, Ebenezer Sprague, 
Nathaniel Harvey, 
7enathan Sprague, 
Nathan Chapin, 
Moſes Smith, 2d. 
Chileab Smith, jun. 
« Nehemiah Sprague.” 
Alſo Leonard Pike, to whom the report was 
that Mr. Smith had put off a bad dollar, gave 
from under his hand that ſaid report had no truth 
in it. Theſe are eight of the ten witneſſes that 
were ſummoned againſt Mr.Smith ; & tho” much 
pains was taken'to procure evidence 2gainſt him 
ar the ſuperior court, yet he was entirely acquit- 
ted ; and the law was open for him to come back 
for damages, for a malicious proſecution ;, but they 
had contrived to have the complaint againſt him 
entered by a bankrupt, ſo that no recompence 
might be obtained by him; Are theſe the good- 
ly fruits of having a particular moe of worſhip 
eltabliſhed by lavr, and their miniſters ſupported 
by force |! 
Though we are often accuſed of complaining 


without reaſon, yet no longer amQ than the 26th 
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of laſt January, three men.of good credit, be- 
longing ta numerous, and regular baptiſt ſocie- 
ty in Chelmsford, were ſeized for miniſterial 
races (notwuhſtanding- they. had given” in a liſt 
according to law). and-though one of them was 
above tQur ſcore years old, another very infirm 


in body, while the third had no man _at home, 


able - to take care of the out-door affairs of his 
numerous family, yet they, in that cold ſeaſon, 
were all carrigd prifoners to Concord goal, 


T hefe accounts we have refeived from good au- 
thority, and have taken great pains ta have them 
itated as exactly and.iruly as poſſible z and if any 
can point out the leait miſtake in what has been 
now related, we {hall be glad to correct it. Ar the 
{ame time we.are far from charging all the evils 
we complain of, upon the whole congregational 
denomination. without diſtintion : for we belicve 
there were many among them in various ſtations, 
who are ſorely grieyed at theſe oppreſſions. We 
are willing alſo to make all.the allowance that 
is realonable, for the influence of old cuſtoms, 
education and other prejudices, in thoſe who 
have injured. their neighbours in theſe affairs ; 
but is ic not high time now to awakey and fſeck 
for a more thorough reformation ! We agrce 
with the committee of Qur honored legiſlature in 
ſaying, There is an eſſencial difference between 
perſons being taxed where they are repreſented, 
and being taxed where they are not ſo; therefore 
the whole matter very much turns upon this 
point, viz. Whether our ci legiſlature are in 
ruth our repreſentatives in religious affairs,or not ? 
As Goil tas always claimed 1t as his prerogative, 
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to appoint who ſhall be his miniſters, and how 
they ſhall be ſupported, ſo under the goſpel, the 
peoples communications to Chrilt's miniſters and 
members, are called /acrifices with which Ged 15 
weli-pleaſed. Phil. 4. 18. Hz:b.' 13, *16—18. 
And what government on earch ever had, or e- 


ver can have any power to make or execute any 
laws to appoint and enforce /acrifices ts God ! 


In civil, ſtates the power of the whole collec- 
tive body is veſted in a tew hands, that chey may 
with better advantage detcnd theraſcives again(t 
injuries from abroad, and correct abuics at home, ' 
for” which end a tew have. a right to judge tor 
the whole ſociety ; but in religion each one has 
an equal right to judge for himſelf ; for we.muſt 
all appear before the judgment leat of Chriſt, 
that every on? may. receive the things done in bis 

body, according to that L bath done (not what 
ay earthly repreſentative hath. done for him) 
2 Cor. 5. 10+ And we freely contels that we 
can find no more warrant from divine truth, for 
any people on carth.-to conltitutc any men their: 
repreſentatives, to make laws,to impoſe religious 
caxes, than they have to appoint Peter or theVir- 
gin Mary to repreſent them before the throne a- 
bove. We are therefore brought ro a ſtop-abovt 
paying ſo much regard to fuch laws, a5 to o1Ve 
17 annual certificates to the other denumination, 
as we have formerly dun:. 


1: Becauſe the very nature of fuch a prac- 
tice implies an acknowlcdg mc nt, that the civil 
pawer has a right to ict one religious fect'ap a 


Vove another, elſe way need we give certificates 
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to them any more than they to us ? It is a tacit 
allowance that they have a right to make laws 
about ſuch things, which we believe in our con- 
ſciences they have not. For, 3 


2. By the foregoing addreſs to our legiſla- 
ture, and their committees report thereon, it is 
evident, that they claim a right to tax,us from 
civil obligation, as being the repreſentatives of 
the people. But how came a civil community 
by any eccleſiaſtical power ? how came the king- 
doms of this world to have a night to govern in 
Chriſt's kingdom which is not of this world ! 


3. That conſtitution not only emboldens 
people tro judge the liberty of other mens conſci- 
ences, and has carried them fo far as to tell our 
general aſſembly, that they conceived it to be" a 


duty they owed to God oy their country,not to be 


diſpenſed with, to lay before them the ſprings of 
their neighbours ations ; « bur it alſorrequires 
Jomething of the ſame nature from us. © Their 
laws require us annually to certify to them, what 
our belief is concerning the conſcience of every 
perſon that aſſembles with us, as the condition 
of their being .exempted from taxes to other's 
worſhip. And only becauſe our brethren in Bel- 
lingham, left that clauſe about the conſcience out 
of their certificates laſt year, a number of their 
lociety who live atMendon were lately taxed, and 
luffered the ſpoiling of their goods to uphold pe- 
dobapitt worlhip.. 

&. The 


| q ilow are men deluded to think they do God ſervice, 
_ when they violate his word ! 1 Cor. 4. 5. Would not 


the ſame principle carry them to»4;// Chriſt's diſciples un- 
cer the fame pretence ? John 16. 2. 
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The ſcheme we oppole. evidently tends to 
. aellioy the purity and #5 

inſpired apoitle aſſures us, that the church is ef- 
pouſed as a chaſte virgin to Chriſt, and is obliged 
to be /ubjeT to him in every thing, as a true wite 
is to her huſband. Now the moit chaſte domed. 
tic obedience, does not at all interfere with any 
lawful ſubjection to civil authority ; but for a 
woman to admit the higheſt ruler in a nacion 
into her huſband's place, would; be adultery 
or. whoredem';, and how often are mens inven« 
tions about worſhip. ſo called in the ſacred. ora- 
cles ? And does it not greatly concern. us all, 
earneſtly to. ſearch out and put away. ſuch. evils, 
as wewould deſire toeſcape the awtul judgments 


that ſuch wickedneſs has. brought on other, na-' 


tions, ! Eſpecially if. we conſider thar,not only 
the. purity, but alſo the very life and being of 
religion among us is cogcerned, therein ; for; *ris 
evident thatChriſt has given as plain Jaws to de- 
termine what the duty of people-is to. his miniſ. 
ters, as he has the duty of miniſters to, his. pea- 


ple ; 


$ Pſalm 106. 39. We delight not in hard names, but 
every vice ought to be called by it's rname ; and the 
cuſtom in -this adulterous age of calling th thoſe, \natural chil 
dren,whichGod calls children of whoredom, has doubtleſs had 
a pernicious effect upon many to embolden them to go on 
in their filthy ways. God charged his ancient Church with 
playing the harlet, becauſe ſhe ſaid, 7 will go after my bo. 
vers, that gave me my bread and my water ; 6s By hedid 
not know that I GAVE HER CoRng &c.. Hoſea 2: 5, 8. 
By which it appears,that to hix our dependence vpoa any 0s 
ther beſide the diviae Being, and to purſue any method be- 
fde his directions, to obtain the neceſſaries and comforts of 
life, is whoredom ; and does not the chief fin of the mother of 
harlets he in her fixing this depengence upon the kings of the 


earth ? Rev. 18. 3——13- 
_ 


of religion, ; for the 
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ple ; and moſt certainly he is as able to enforce. 
the one as the other. "The common plea of our 
opponents is; that people will not do their duty 
if rulers do not enforce it 3; but does not the 
whole book of God clearly ſhew, that miniſters 
as often fail of doing their duty as the people 
do? And where is the care of rulers to puniſh 
miniſters for their unfaithfulneſs ? They often 
talk abour equality in theſe affairs, but where 
does it appear ! * As Chriſt is Taz mHtap of all 
principality and power ; ſothe not holding thellead, 
from which all the body by joints and bands having 
NOURISHMENT MINISTRED, ad KNIT TOGETHER, 
increaſeth with the increaſe or Gov, bur bringing 
in ar earthly power between Chriſt and his peo- 
ple; his been the grand ſource of anti-chriſtian 
abominations, and of fettling men down in « 
form of god'ineſs, while they deny the power there- 
of. Has not” this earthly ſcheme prevailed fo 
far in our land, as ro cauſe many miniſters, in- 
ſtead of taking © heed to the miniſtry received from 
the Lord ; and "inſtead of watching for fouls as 
:beſe "who muſt give an account, * rather to att as 
if they were not accountable to any higher pow- 
cr, than that of the men who ſupport them ?— 
and on the other hand, how do many people be- 
have as if they were more afraid of the collec- 
tor's warrant, and of an earthly priſon, than of 
Him who ſends his miniſters ro preach his gol- 
pel,.and ſays, He that 'ricerveth whom/orver I ſend, 
recerveth me ; but deelares, That it ſhall be more 
tolerable in the day of judgment for Sodein, than 


for. thole who receive them not ? + Yea, as 
it they were more afraid of an earthly power 
than 


* Col. 4. 17. Heb, 13. 17. + Johb\113, 20. Lylc. 19, 10-12 


FE a7 3 


than of our great King and Judge, who can - this 
night require the ſoul of him that layeth up \ 
treaſure fer himſelf, and is not rich towards Ged ; 
and will ſentence all cither_ to heaven or hell, ac- 
cording as they have treated Him well. or ill, in 


his miniſters and members. + 


5. The cuſtom which they want us to coun- 
tenance, is very hurtful to civil ſociety : for by 
the law of Chriſt every man, is not only allowed; 
but alſo required, to judge for himſelf, concern- 
Ing the circumſtantials as well as the effentials, 
of religion, and to- at according to the full per- 
ſuaſton of bis own mind ; and he contracts guilt to 
his foul if he does the contrary. Rom. 14. 5, 23- 
What a temptation then does it lay for men to 
contract ſuch guilt, when temporal advantages 
are annexed to one perſuaſion, and diſadvantages 
laid upon another ? 1. e. in_ plain terms, how 
does it tend to hypocriſy and lying ? than which, 
what can be worſe to human fociety ! Not only 
ſo, but coercive meaſures about religion alſo tend 
to provoke to emulation, wrath and contention, 
and who can deſcribe all the miſchiets of this 
nature, that ſuch meaſures have produced in our 
land ! But where each perſon, and each ſociety, 
are equally protedted from being injured by as 
thers, all enjoying equal hberry, to attend and 
ſupport the worſhip which. they believe 1s right, 
having no more ſtriving for maſtery or ſuperiort- 
ty than [itile children (which we mult all come 
to, or not enter into the kingdom of heaven) how 
happy are ir's effedts in civil ſociety ? In the town 
of Boſton they enzoyfomething of thele bleſhngs, 

| and' 
+ Luk. 12. 20, 21. Mat, 23. 31, &c. | 
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and why tmay not the couritfy have the ſame li. 
berty ? The miniſters who have had the we 
hand in ſtirrin$ up rulers to treat vs as they have 
done, yet have ſometimes been forced to com- 
mend the liberty we plead for. When they want- 
ed to get footing in the town of Providence, they 
wrote to governar Jencks and other rulers there, 


in the following words, viz. 


> © Honorable gentlemen, 

« How pleaſing to almighty God and our 
* glorious Redeemer, and how conducible to the 
<« the public tranquility and ſafety, an hearty u- 
<« nion and good affeCtion of all pious proteſtants 
« whatſoever particular denomination on  ac- 
« count of ſome differences in opinion would be, 
« by the” divine bleſſing, yourſelves as well as 
« we, are not infenſible : and with what peace 
* and love ſocieties of different modes of 
« worſhip have generally entertained one ano- 
« ther ' in your government, we cannot think of 
« of it without admiration : and we ſuppoſe un- 
« der God, *ris owing to the choice liberty grant- 
« ed'to proteſtanrs of all perſwaſions in the royal 
* charter graciouſly given.you ; and'to the wiſe 
* and prudent conduct of gentlemen that have 
« been improved as governors & juſtices in your 
« colony.” And after more of this nature, they 
cloſe with faying, © We hope and pray, that an- 
« cienr matters (that had acrimony unhappily in 
« them!) may be buried in oblivion ; and that 
* grace and peace and holineſs and glory may 
« dwell in every pare of New:England; and that 
<«« the {ſeveral provinces and colonies in it, may 


. * love one another with a pure heart fervently. 
 * —\VE 


in Dorcheſter, and third in Dedhamv 
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© —Þ We take leave to ſubſcribe ourſelves, your) 

6 ov Snert and ſervants, Si 

Peter Thatcher, - 32 

Dated O#. 27. 1721. Tohn Danforth,  < | 
Foſeph Belcher, þ :: 

« Committee of the Aſſociation.” hl 


The town of Providence wrote them an anſ- Ys | 
wer the next February, in which they fay, © We ©: 
* take notice how you praiſe the love and peace </| 
«*« that diſſenters of all ranks entertain one an”- 2 
« ther with,in this goverament.—We anſwer,this -- 
« happineſs, principally conſiſts in their not allow- /* 
* 1ng ſocieties. any Juperiority one Over another ; "Wb 
« but each ſociety ſupport their own miniltry i; 
« their own free will, and not by conſtraint ,or 
* force upon any man's perſon or eſtate. Burthe 
«* contrary that takes any man's eſtate by force to |: 
« maintain theirown or any other miniſtry,itſerves 
* for nothing but to. provoke to wrath, envy and 
6 ſtrife, = this wiſdem cometh net from above, 
« but. is earthly, ſenſual aed deviliſþp.— And ſince © | 
* you wrote this letter, the conſtable of Artle- '-' 
* borough has been taking away. the eſtates of :/ 
« our dear friends, and pious difſenters to.main- :* 
« tain their miniſter ; the like hath been done ; I 
* in the town of Mendon. 1s this: the way of - 
« peace ? Is. this the fruit of your love ? Why : 
* do you .hug the iniquity of ,El''s ſons, and A 
« walk in the ſteps of the falſe prophets, to bite :: 

* with the teeth, and cry peace ; but-no longer ;| jt 
* than men put into your mouths-tban you pre- il 
** pare war WP them. —Since you _ our cl 

(3 * love 
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& love and pace, we pray you to uſe the fame 
«© methods,and write after our copy: and for-the 
© furure never ler us hear of your pillaging conſci- 
« entious diffenters to maintain your miniſters, 
*© You defire that a'l former injury done by you 
&< may be buried in oblivion.  -We' ſay, far beit 
© from us to revenge ourſelves: z-.0r to deal to 
* you as you- have dealt to us, but rather ſay, 
« father forgive them, they know not what they 
«do. But if you mean that we ſhould not 
&« ſpeak of former actions, done hurtfully to any 
« man's perſon, -we ſay, God never called for 
* that, nor ſuffered-irt to be hid, as witneſs Cain, 
* Joab and Judas, are kept on-record to deter 
** other men from doing the like.” | 


Here -the public may take notice, how dek- 
rous pedobaptiſts miniſters are to haye edious 
things on their fide buried out of ſight, but 
how contrary has their. praftice ever been to- 
ward us? Even to this day they can hardly 
preach a ſermon, or write a pamphlet for infaot- 
baptiſm, without having ſomething to fay-about 
the mad men of Munſter, who ; tell us re- 
_belled. againſt their civil rulers ; Whereas in 
truth we never had the leaſt concern with them, 
any more than our opponents have with the Pope 
or Turk. . Indeed they often aſſert, that thoſe 
mad men were the firſt that ever renounced in- 
fant-baptiſm-;z /but there is proof enough from 
their own hiltorians, that this ſtory which they 
have ſo often rold from their pulpits, is as abſo- 
lute a falſhood as ever was uttered by man. And 

though 


| Theſe extraits were carefully taken' from an ancient 
þcinted copy of thoſe letters . 


»y 
i 
though one learned-and pious prefident of Cams, 
bridge college, was brought to embrace our (en; 
timents, and to-bear his- ceſtimony in the-pulpix./ 
there, © againſt the adminiſtration of baptiſns - 
© to any-infant- whatſoever ;” for which he-ſuf.:. 
fered conſiderable abuſe with much of a chriſtian” 
temper : $ While his ſucceſſor, another row! 
« learned and y man,” (who therefore-mu 
have been well- acquainted with the original} 
held that « baptiſm ought- oxLyY to be by &ip+, 
* ping or plunging the whole body under Was: 
<« ter : C yet theſe and other. honorable exam-: 
ples in our favor have been paſſed oyer, and o 1 
very ſcandalous thing that could be pick'd up,. 
has been ſpread, to. prejudice people's. minds a- 
gainſt our profeſſion in general. And let it be: 
remembred,that when pedobaptiſt miniſters wes; 
ed to be favored in rovidence, they declared, 
that they could not'think of the peace and love: 
which ſocieties of different modes of worſhip? 
have generally entertained one another with im; 
that government without admiration; and wy 
experienced ſo much of this from the baptiſts in: : 
Providence, that when ſome others made-'a dit-:: 
hculty about admitting Mr. Joſiah Cotron (the? 
firſt miniſter of the pedobaptiſts there) as an n+ 
habitant in the town, Col. Nicholas Powers (a: 
leading member of the baptiſt church) became. 
his bondſman to the town : therefore we hopes. 
that our honorable rulers and others, will bes. 


cautious about giving credit to ſtories of a con-7 
trary.,/ 


$ Mr. Henry Dunfter. Vide Mitchel's life. p. 67," 70- Y 


q Mr. Charles Chauncy. See an account of ywone 
church, added to Mr. Robbins's Ordination-Sermon, 1760. 
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erary nature, when they are told to'procure or to 
juſtify the uſe of force in TIE ; 
eſpecially in the 


fince miniſters refule to 
reproach of ſuch proceedings. For a miniſter 
who has exerted himſelf very much of late, to 
ſupport the cauſe of thoſe called tanding churches, 


yet ſays,” * It 1s wholly out of rulegand quite in- 
«« jurious, to charge the churches or their miniſters 
«* with ſending men to goal for rates, —for rheſe 
<< proceedings are evidently the a&ts of the civ:/ 
** ſtate, done for it's own utility: The doings 
*« of the civil authority, and of that arone.” || 
Where are the rulers that will ſtand alone in that 
practice, without either miniſters or truth to 
ſupport them |! 


© ON ©1bJ 934 N. 


And now our dear countrymen, we beſeech 
you ſeriouſly to confider of theſe things. The 
great importance of a general union throagh this 
country, in order to the” preſervation of our hi- 
berties, has often been pleaded for with propric- 
ty ; bur how can fuch a union he expected to 
long as that deareſt of all rights, equal libercy of 
conicience is not allowed ? Yea, how can any 
reaſonably expett that ne who has the hearts of 
kings in his hand, will turn the h-art of our 
earthly ſovereign to hear the pleas for liberty, of 
thoſe who will not hear the cries of their fellow- 
4ubjects, under their | oppreſſions ? Has it "not 

: been 


i Mr. Joſeph Fiſh's late piece called, The Examiner ex- 
amined. Þ. 56, 59.-——A reply thereto, in which that con- 
ſtitution 15 more diſtinftly opened, may be had at Mr. Free- 
man's in Union-fireet, Bofton. 
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been plainly proved, that fo far as any man — 
tifies his own inchnations, without roger to the: 
univerſal law of , fo far he isin bondage A 
{0 that it is impoſſible for any one to ry | 
over others, without thereby becoming 2 miferst | 
ble ſlave himſelf : a ſlave to raging luſts, and a+}. 
ſlave to guilty fears of what will be the conle:” 
quence. We are told that the father of Cyrus, 
tho* a heathen,” * Had often taught him to cont; 
« {ider, that the prudence of men is very ſhorr,\, 

* and their views very limited ; that they — | 
* not penetrate into futurity ; and that many. j 
* times what they think muſt needs turn to their” | 
<< advantagp proves their ruin ; whereas the Gods: - 
* being eternal, know all things, future as well: 
« as paſt, and inſpire thoſe that love them to: 

*« undertake what is moſt expedient for them; ;x 
* which is a favor and protection they owe to no-: 
* man, and grant only to thoſe that invoke and: » 
* conſult them.” And we are told by the fame: 
author, + of another wife heathen, who laid, - 
* *Tis obſervable, that choſe that fear the Deity? 

«© moſt, are leaſt afraid of man.” And ſhallnots; 
chriſtians. awake to a moſt hearty reverence of ©: | 
Him who has ſaid, (and will ever make good :* 
his word) With what meaſure ye meet, it Joan be » 
meaſured to you again. f | 


Suffer us a little to expoſtulate with our farhers © 
and brethren, who inhabit the land ro which ; 
our anceſtors fled for religious liberty. You 3 
have lately been accuſed with being diſorgeny 7: 
and rebellious, by men in power, who profeſs a + 

great * 1 ] 


+ Rollin wn his ancient hiltory 
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great for order and the public-good ; and 
why don't you believe them, and reſt eaſy under 
their adminiſtrations ? You- tell us you can- 
not, becauſe you are taxed where you are not 
repreſented; and 'is it not really ſo* with us ? 
You do not deny the right of the Britiſh parlia- 
ment-to-impolſe taxes within her own realm ; on- 
ly complain that ſhe extends her taxing power 
beyond her proper limies 3 and have'we not ' as 
good right to ſay you do the ſame thing ? and fo 
that wherein you judge others you condemn your 
ſelves ? Can three thouſand miles* poſſibly fix 
ſuch limits co taxing power, as the difference be- 
tween civil and ſacred matters has already done ? 
One is only a diſtance of /pace,the other is ſo great 
a difference in the nature of things, as there is be- 
tween ſacrifices to Ged, and the ordinances of men. 
This we truſt bas been fully proved. 


If we aſk” why have you not been eaſy and 
thankful fince -the parliament has taken off ſo 
many of the taxes that they had laid vpon 'us ? 
you anſ{wer.that they ſtill claim a power to tax us, 
'when, and-as much as they pleaſe 3 apd is not 
that the very difficulty before us ? In the year 
1747, our legiſlature paſſed an a& to free 
the baptiſts in general from miniſterial taxes for 
ten years : yet becauſe they increaſed conlider- 
ably, when that time was about half expired, they 
broke in upon the liberty they had granted, and 
made a new att, wherein no baptiſt church nor 
miniſter was allowed to have any ſuch exemprion, 
till they had fir} obtainecl certificates from three 
other churches, By which the late Mr. John 
Procter obſerved (in a remonſtrance that he 

drew, 
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drew, and which was preſented-to- our-court; 
that they had as-far as in them lay, **disfrat 
*.chiled, unchurched and uſurped. an-illegat 
« power over all the religious ſocieties .of thi: 
*. people in ſaid at called anabaptiſts _ 
'* out this province :—For where-1s 1t 

* for the poor anabaprilts to find the firſt th owt 
* authenticated miniſters and churches- to a 
** thenticate the farſt-three !” So. we have.now:: 
related a caſe, in which a number of - our breth++ 
ren were put-to-new colt for.copies to notify Ori: 
thers, with hope of relicf to themſelves, _—_ yet 
in the ſame ſeſſion of court, they had a worſe 
burden laid upon them than before; and their” ? 
repeatcd cries, and.then the. petition of - our uni-: 
ted churches, were all rejected, 3 


A 


A very great greivance which our country -= = 
has juſtly complained of is, that by ſome late i: 
proceedings a man's houſe or lockscannort ſecure p 
cither his perſon-or his property, from oppreſſive -: x 
officers, Pray;then conſider what our brethren :* k 
have ſuffered at Aſhfield. + 


_—_ 


Many think. ithard to be frowned upon only for ; 
pleading for. their rights, and laying open-parti- . :: 
cular. acts of encroachment thereon ; but what 
frowns have we met with for- no other crime? 
and as the preſent.conteſt berween Great-Britain 2 
and America, is.not ſo much about:the greatneſs - 
of the taxes already laid, as about a fubmiſſion-to | 
their taxing power x ſo. (though what, we. have al- 
ready ſuftered. is fac from being a trifle, yet)-oar. . *- 
21 greatelt dificulcy. at preſent concerns the ſubmit | 


tag 
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ting to a taxing power in eccleſiaſtical affairs. Tr 
is ſuppoſed by many that we are exempted from 
ſuch raxes, but they are greatly miſtaken, for all 
knew that paper is a money article, and writing 
upon it is labour, and this tax we muſt pay eve- 
ry year, as a token of ſubmiſſion to their power, 
or*elſe they will lay a heavier tax upon us. And 
we have one difficulty in ſubmitting co this pow- 
er, which our countrymen have notan the other 
caſe : thar is, our caſe affe&s the conſcience, as 
their's does not : and equal liberty of conſcience 
is one eſſential article in our CHARTER, which 
conſtitutes this government, and deſcribes the 
extent of our rulers authority, and what are the 
rights and liberties of the people. And in the 
confeſſion of faith which our rulers and their mi- 
niſters have publiſhed. ro the world, they fay, 
* God alone 1s Lord of the conſcience, and hath 
« left it free from the dodrines and command- 
*« ments of men, which are, in any thing contra- 
* ry tohis word ; or nat contained init, ſo that 
«© to believe ſuch doctrines, or to obey ſuch 
* commands, out of conſcience, is to betray 
** true liberty of cenſcience ; and the requiring 
*© of an implicit faith, and an abſolute blind 
** obedience, 15 to deſtroy hberty of conſcience 
* and reaſon alſo.” 


And a moſt famous hiſtorian of their's, after 
mentioning ſome former violations of that liber- 
ty, fays, * The great noiſe that hath been made 
«* in the world about the perſecution made in 
**-New-England, I will now- ſtop with only 
* tranſcribing the words uttered in the ſermon 

£4 £0 
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to the firſt. great and general aſſembly. of. ha 4 
« Maſſchuſers Bay y, [after the. two colonies. of -.* 3 
« Maſſachuſetts..and Plymouth were: by. Royal. 4 
« Charter united. (from 2 Chron.-42.12.) 
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* Things. will,go wall, when. magiſtrates.are., 

* great. promoters. of the thing that good+is, £ 
* and what the Lord requireth, of them... .1 do. * 
*«. not mean. that, it. would be. well for the civil. 

<« magiſtrate, with civil penalty. to compel men. 
* to this or that 2vay of worſhip, which,,they are, 
<* con{cientiouſly indilſpoſed unto... He. is _ 
<<, properly the officer - buman. ſociety, and achril- 
* tian by non-conformity to this. or that impoſed, 
<<. way of worſhip, does not break...the terms on 
© , which he is, to enjoy the benefits of human ſo- 
ciety. A. man has. a right unto his. life, his 
eſtate, his liberty, and his. family, although 
he ſhould not come. up unto. theſe, and wu | 
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&« bleſied. infizutions . of. our Lord.—/elences 3! 
<« may-bring.the-. erroneous to be. hypocrites, :!! 
* bur they will never, bring them to, be. beliey- + 
« a 3 no, they naturally prejudice men's minds. 
" {t the cauſe, which 1s therein pretended +X 
I = as being a — wrong, an evil caule.” Bo et 
Theſe things were-then delivered and werere- ;; 
ceived with the ;hanks of the houſe of reprelenta» *2 
tives, and ten years after were ſpread by the hiſto-. 
rian.thro' the nation, with. the expreſs. deſign of ©: 
ſtoping any further complaints about- New-Eng- #* 
land's perſecutions. But if the conſtitution of 0 _* 
this government, gives the. magiltrate no.other. + 
authority & © ©: 

* Magnalia, B, 7. p. 28, 29. Z 
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aurhority than what belongs to civil ſociety, we 
defire to know how he ever came to impoſe any 
particular way of worſhip, upon any town or pre- 

\<cin&t whatſoever 2 And it a man has a right to. 
his eftate, his {iberty and his family, notwithſtand- 

' ing his non-conformityto the magiſtrates way of 
worſhip, by what authority has any man had his 
goods ipoiled, his: land fold, or his perſon 1m- 

riloned, and thereby deprived of the enjoyment 
th of his liberty and his family, for no crime 
at all againſt the peace or welfare of the ſtate, 
but only becauſe che refufed to conform to, or to 
ſupport an impoſed way of worlhip, or an impoſed 
miniſter, + 


In a celebrated oration for liberty, publiſhed 
laſt ſpring in Boſton, a maxim was recited which 
carries it's own evidence with it, which is this, 
NO MAN CAN GIVE THAT WHICH 18 ANOTHER'S, 
Yet have not our legiſlature from time-ro time, 
made afts to empower the major part'of the in- 
habitants in towns and precincts, to give” away 
their neighbours eſtates ro what miniſters they 

pleaſe ! 


+ Many pretend that without a tax to ſupport miniſters, | 
the public would ſuffer for want of due encouragment of uſe- 
fu! learning. But bumaz learning is ſurely as needful for phy- 
iictans and lawyers, as for ritual teachers ; and dare any 
deny that the affairs of law and phyfick fall more di 
under the notice of the ſtate than divinity does ? why then 
do vur legulature leave every man, and woman. too, at liberty 
to chgole their own lawyer and phyſician, and not oblige 
them either to employ or pay any other, though the majort- 
ty may prefer them ? Can any better reaſor: be rendered for 
'* this difference in condut than this, viz. It has been found 
/ to be an eaſier matter to impoſe upon people about their ſouls, 
than about their bodies or their temporal eſtates ! 
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pleaſe | And can we ſubmit to ſuch dodtrines * 
and commandments of men, and not betray true :: 
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liberty of conſcience ! Every perſon is or ought 
to. be, benefited by civil goverament, and there- 
fore they owe rulers honor and a tribute on that © 
account z, but the like cannot be truly ſaid of an -*. 
impoſed miniſter ; for as the goſpel miniſtry is 
an ordinance: of God and not of man, ſo the % 


der to obey and ſupport- any man as a miniſter 


obligation that. any perſon or people are _un- £1 
> 
s 


of, Chriſt, ariſes from the confideration of his*4þ- =. 
pearing to them toreſemble his Maſter in dof@rine © 


and conver/ation, and fromthe benefit which peo- *: 


ple receive under their miniſtrations. F From + 
whence.the law of cquity makes the free com- ! 


munications of our carnal things to Chriſt's mi- 
niſters, to be a matter that as really concerns the - 


. Exerciſe of a. good conſcience toward God, as #;. - 


prayer and praiſe do ; for they are both called ; 
ſacrifices to him in the, ſame chapter. Heb. 13. 
05, I6, 


Thus we have laid before the public a brief 


view of .our_ ſentiments concerning liberty. of 


conſcience, anda little ſketch of our ſufferings on b 
that account.” If any can ſhow us that we have = 
made; any miſtakes, either about principles or +/ 


facts, we would he open to conviction: But we 
op none will violate the forecited article of - :: 
aith ſo much, as to require us to yield a b/;nd ? 

| 


obedience to them, or to expett that ſpoiling of 
goods 
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t Heb. 12. 7, 17. Phil. 4. 9, 10. 1 Cor, 9. v8 
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goods or impriſonment can move us to betray the. 
cauſe of true liberty. , | 


A late writer in the Boſton papers, has taken 
much pains to prove, that fome other colomes 
have impoſed m_ people in fuch affairs 
worſe than New-England has ; and to prove it 
he informs us, that an-a&t for miniſters mainten- 
ance, was paſſed in New-York near eighty years 
ago, which ſucceeding rulers have turned to ſup- 
port a'denomination that had very few repreſen- 
ratives in court when. the at was made, while 
the denomination who made it, have been deni- 
ed any benefit from ir. If ſo, how loud 1s the 
<call ro every man that is a friend to liberty, and 
who regards the good of poſterity, to riſe and ex- 
ert all his influence, ro demoliſh the engine which 
has done fo much miſchief in all ages ! We are 
tar from trying to repreſent the fathers of New- 
England as the worſt of the coloniſts z We be- 
lieve the contrary. But our veneration for their 
memory, is 1o far from reconciling us to, that it 
fills us with greater deteſtation of, that myſtery 
of iniquity, which carried them into fuch acts of 
impoſition and perſecution as have left a great 
blemiſh upon their charafter. And fince theſe 
are tedious things to- dwell upon, we ſhall cloſe 
with this remark, 


The Maſſachuſetts miniſters, in their letter to 
governor Jencks and other baptifts in Provi- 
. dence, ſaid, We hope and pray that ancient mat- 
ters that "had acrimony unhappily in them may 
be buried in oblivion, Now we are told that 
acrimony 


( "Vx +) ” 


atrimony ſignifies that quality in "one body :: 
whereby it corrodes, eats up or deſtroys another. :3 
This eating deſtroying quality is truly unhappy: 
but how can it be buried before it is dead ? Th 
worſt of criminals are tobe executed before they 


are buried, Therefore let this cruel man-eatery e -*: 
fairly executed,and we are ready to join heart & 1 +: 
hand to bury him, and not to have a bone of hifi 5 
lefr for contention in all the land, If it bew * 
hard to our opponents to hear of theſe matters, 
what has it been to thoſe who have felt thi+ - 
eating and deftroying influence for theſe hunt+ | -5 
red and forty-years ? And how can any perſqF =: 
lift up his head before God or man, and fay & * vp 
hopes to have theſe things buried, if he at tg **; 
lame time helds faſt, and tries hard to keep alivt ©: 
the procuring cauſe of them | | 03 
Ss. 
The foregoing appeal, having been examir 3 +: 
ed and approved by many of his brethren, 1 ve 
preſented to the public, by their humble fer} '-+ 5; 
vant, 8-54 
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INCE the above was written, I have receiv=$* *7. 
ed direct accounts, that at Monrague (whoſe, g 5: 
caſe 1s mentioned p, 32.) they continue from + 


time to time, "to make diſtreſs upon. the princi» js 
pal members of the baptiſt church there, whom : 
che law directs_ to fign their certificates, while tf 4 


they, 
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they let the reſt of the ſociety alone. © Alſo that 
William White a regular member of the baptiſt 
church in Aſhfield, who lives in Cheſterfield, and 
has had his ſtanding in ſaid church certified ac- 
cording to law 3. yet had a cow taken from him 
on Auguſt 25, 1773, and fold the 3oth, for the 
pedobaprift miniſters rate ; and that in both of 
theſe places, the civil charges of the town, and 
the miniſters ſalary are all blended in one tax 
(contrary as I am informed tothe Jaw of our 
province) ſo that our brethren who would readily 
y their civil tax, yet cannot do it, without pay- 
ing the miniſters alſo. Now the grand pretence 
that is made for the uſe of the tecular arm to 
ſupport. miniſters is, that thereby equality 1s el- 
tabliſhed among the people ; but what religion, 
equality or equity can there be in the above 


proceedings | 
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Page 9. line 12, read man. P. 12.1. 28. r. him. P. 
14- 1. 30. r. Juhan. 1. 32. r. decided, P, 15. I. 17. r. 
force. P. 17.1.9. r. this. | P. 21.1: 19. dele and, P. 
26. 1. 1. dele the. I. 14. r. itis. P. 31.1. 19, r. to. P. 
42. 1. 19. r. are. P., 44.1. 28. the word /atzly ſhould be 
after and, _P. 48. 1. 14. r. of, 1. zo. dele of, - P. 50. 
1. 5. r. you to us. Lets miſtakes are left to the reader's 


candor, 
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BOOKS Publiſhed by 7agc Backus, F. 
a Church in Middieberough. M 
i 

i} 

T. DISCOURSE on an internal cally ' 
preach the goſpel, 3.7 

2. A diſcourſe from Gal, 4. 31. Thereigs 5 
added to the ſecond edition, aw anſwer to My 14 
Frothingham on baptiſm, 240 
3. A Sermon on ſpiritual ignorance. is 

| 51 

iN 

4. A Letter to Mr, Lord. +4 
61% 

5- A Sermon on the duty of family prayes 48 
6. A diſcourſe intitled, True faith will ood {hl 
duce good works. 4 i=. 
7. An examination of Mr, Fif's nine > 8 i} 
mons, | "YE 
$. Goſpel comforts under heavy tidings. } 480 
£354! 

A is 

g9. A plea for liberty of conſcience. | « 3 
be. Ll 

10. A vindication of ſovereign grace. oct 

+ 2 

11. A letter concerning religious taxes | ; | !# 
12, A reply to Mr. Holly on baptiſm, x: Fl 
It 


13. An Ordination Sermon. 
14. A reply to Mr. Fifb. 
The moſt of theſe may be had. ſingle at Me: * YN 


Phillip Fre 
a - {erts 


oth 


$..in Union-Screet, Baton _ 
& whole bound in two rome 5: 


po-o > 


- A 
©. oo oh Sp C9514," 


- <4 


